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Minutes of the Board of Selectmen Meeting of Wednesday, February 7, 2018.  Present were Jerry D. 
Lawrence, Chairman; and Anthony J. Kinahan, Vice Chairman and Eldon F. Moreira, Clerk.  Also 
present was David L. Gagne, Town Administrator and Tracy Altrich, Assistant Town Administrator.  The 
meeting convened at 7:00 p.m. in the Selectmen’s Meeting Room in Town Hall. 

Also present at this time: 

 
Benjamin Smith, Station Manager, West Bridgewater Cable Access Station 
Bill Scully, Green International Affiliates 
Denise Reyes, 48 Columbus Avenue 
Rue and Jon Kream, 96 S Elm Street 
Tony Mauch, 757 West Center Street 
Chris Iannitelli, 268 S Elm Street 
Kenneth May, 492 Spring Street 
Mary Wynne-Yee, 38 Sunset Avenue 
Paula Bunker, 123 N Elm Street 
Marilyn Mather, 88 Bedford Street 
John Delano, Conservation Dept. 
Mark Leonard, 256 S Elm Street 
 
Chairman Lawrence called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 

The Board led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

At 7:00 p.m., Chairman Lawrence stated that the first item on the agenda was a change of hours request 
from Lawadessa Restaurant.  Ms. Altrich stated the owner of Lawadessa Restaurant requested to extend 
their hours from 7:00 pm to 11:00 pm for their outdoor patio. 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to allow the extended hours request, Mr. Kinahan seconded, and so voted 
unanimously. 

Next on the agenda is to ratify the appointment of Jake Corbett as part time Access Coordinator.  
Mr. Smith stated the Cable company performed a search and held interviews for the position.  Jake 
Corbett was considered the best candidate for the position. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to ratify the appointment of Jake Corbett, Mr. Moreira seconded, and so voted 
unanimously. 

Chairman Lawrence then stated that the Town has made several attempts to have Verizon come to West 
Bridgewater and Verizon has not replied.  Chairman Lawrence asked Mr. Smith if he had any other 
alternative cable companies that the Town could request.  Mr. Smith stated that RCN would be a great 
company to select.  Chairman Lawrence would like to send out request letters to Verizon and other 
companies to come to town to negotiate the terms of doing business here in West Bridgewater.   

Mr. Moreira MOVED to reach out to other cable and internet providers to come to town to negotiate a 
possible expansion of offerings in town, Mr. Kinahan seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to accept for review the minutes of December 19, 2017, Mr. Moreira seconded, 
and so voted unanimously. 
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Mr. Moreira MOVED to accept for approval the minutes of December 6, 2017, January 10, 2018 and 
January 24, 2018, Mr. Kinahan seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Chairman Lawrence stated next on the agenda is the Town is four years away from its 200th anniversary.   
Chairman Lawrence stated that he thinks it would be a good idea to form a committee now and he would 
like to participate on that committee.  Chairman Lawrence stated he would like to send out a letter of 
interest to the Town to see if people would be interested in serving on this committee, whether it be an ad 
hoc committee or an official town committee.  He also stated that he would like to see the Town over the 
next 4 years, set aside $5,000 for parades, concerts or any type of celebration. Chairman Lawrence 
opened it open for discussion with the Board. 

Mr. Kinahan stated he thought it was a great idea.  Mr. Moreira also thought it was a great idea to start 
early enough to get people interested in the anniversary. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to create a committee and make Chairman Lawrence the Chairman, Mr. Moreira 
seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Chairman Lawrence stated next on the Agenda is to ratify the Conservation Agent’s Employment 
Agreement. 

Mr. Gagne stated that this contract expires end of June this year and after discussing with the Board the 
parameters of the Agreement, Mr. Gagne stated the Board has before them the Employment Agreement 
encompassing the agreed upon terms. 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to approve the Conservation Agent’s Employment Agreement, Mr. Kinahan 
seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Chairman Lawrence stated next on the Agenda is Special Town Meeting. 

Mr. Gagne stated that the Water Department is requesting a Special Town Meeting because they have 4 
articles they would like addressed and it is time sensitive.  Mr. Gagne suggested March 14 which will 
give enough posting time. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to call a Special Town Meeting for March 14, 2018 at 7:00 p.m., to open the 
Special Town Meeting Warrant immediately and to close the Special Town Meeting Warrant on 
February 15, 2018 at 4:00 p.m., Mr. Moreira seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

Chairman Lawrence introduced DPW Director Chris Iannitelli for a Complete Streets presentation. 

Mr. Iannitelli stated that the Town has an opportunity to come up with another source of funding for street 
infrastructure needs.  Mr. Iannitelli stated it is a brand new program started by the Department of 
Transportation in 2016 that would give the Town upwards of $400,000/yr.  Mr. Iannitelli introduced Bill 
Scully of Green International Affiliates, an engineering firm, to explain what the program is all about. 

Mr. Scully stated that Complete Streets is a MassDOT program.  Complete Streets is a program that 
involves everyone who uses the public streets and sidewalks and who travel by other means besides car.  
Mr. Scully stated many streets are not safe and sidewalks are not wide enough for pedestrians.  
Accommodations for bikes traveling and parking is outdated.  This programs provides choices for people 
to get from point A to point B.  Another aspect of the program is called Placemaking which involves 
businesses more space at their store fronts to plant trees and flowers and put table and chairs out once the 
sidewalks are widened.    
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The program is set up in 3 tiers.  Tier 1, develop a policy, so the Town files a Letter of Intent; Tier 2, 
develop plan; and Tier 3, construction and installation of plan.  MassDOT will give the Town money to 
develop the plan and also to implement the plan.  The program kicked off in early 2016.  To date, 186 
communities registered, 146 have adopted policies, 90 have approved Tier 2 Plans and 48 awards have 
been made for implementation.  As time goes on, competition will be stronger to get the funding to 
implement this program.  Program requires towns to have a minimum of 15 projects with a 5-year project 
plan.  The company does not want the Plan to cause problems, they want to Town to keep it simple.  The 
State has been setting deadlines for applying at each tier level.  Tier 1 has a year deadline, Tier 2 has a 
deadline of April 1, and Tier 3 has a deadline of May 1.  If you miss those deadlines, the next deadlines 
are September 1 and October 1.  Mr. Scully stated there is planning money still available.  Mr. Scully 
further stated that he would know in about a week if the Town would receive funding but it takes about 6 
weeks before they give the notice to proceed.  Mr. Scully stated $400,000 a year is the most a town can 
apply for.   

Mr. Iannitelli thanked Mr. Scully for his presentation.  Mr. Iannitelli stated that the Town will apply for 
grant money to get the paperwork done and it should not cost the town any money to get the authorization 
or the policy. 

Chairman Lawrence stated it sounds like a great plan and it is in line with the vision the Town already 
has. 

Mr. Iannitelli stated he would like to form a Complete Streets Advisory Committee, which would consist 
of a group of people who would meet as needed to discuss the project. 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to send a letter of intent to the DOT, Mr. Moreira seconded, and so voted 
unanimously. 

Chairman Lawrence asked the Library Director, Ellen Snoeyenbos to introduce the new Assistant 
Director of the library.   

Ms. Snoeyenbos introduced Jed Phillips as the new Assistant Director of the Library. She stated that 
Mr. Phillips came to the Library from Easton and has brought with him a lot of experience that West 
Bridgewater is very grateful for.  Ms. Snoeyenbos stated that his specialty is technology and user services. 

Mr. Phillips stated he is very excited about his new position, Mr. Phillips stated the Library has great 
resources and he is looking forward to working with the Library and the community.   

Mr. Gagne stated that last week, Mr. Moreira attended an OCPC meeting which is our local regional 
planning council.  Mr. Gagne stated that they have professional technical assistance to help with our 
compact community and the Town is in the process of applying for that and is hoping to secure some 
funds for that.  Mr. Gagne further stated that part of the compact community is the Town’s sewer tie-in 
project with Brockton, which at this point has stalled.  He stated that the Town is hoping to use some of 
these funds and with some assistance, the project can get going again.   

Mr. Gagne next talked about the status of the FY19 Budget.  He stated that budgets were due from the 
various departments last week.  Mr. Gagne stated that it will take about a week to input all the 
information.  He stated the start of the budget hearings will be at the next selectmen meeting which is 
February 21. 

Mr. Gagne next delivered the State of the Town Address to the Board.  A copy of his Address is attached 
to these minutes. 



Page 4 of 4 
 

Chairman Lawrence stated he would now entertain a motion to enter into Executive Session and not to 
return to Open Session for the purpose of conducting contract negotiations with non-Union Personnel, 
specifically the Town Administrator, and to discuss with respect to litigation specific to Krugger vs West 
Bridgewater and Smith vs West Bridgewater, since in my opinion as Chair strategizing in open session 
would have a detrimental effect on the bargaining position of the Town. 

ROLL CALL VOTE:  Mr. Moreira, yes; Mr. Kinahan, yes; Chairman Lawrence, yes. 

At 8:30 p.m. Mr. Kinahan MOVED to adjourn the meeting, Mr. Moreira seconded. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Christine Haggerty, Confidential Secretary 

 

 List of documents in the February 7, 2018 Meeting Packet: 

 Lawadessa Restaurant Request for Change in Hours: 
- Retail Alcoholic Beverages License Application 
- Local Licensing Authority Review Record 
- Request to BOS West Bridgewater for Change in Hours 
- Board of Appeals Decision 

 Green International Affiliates, Inc. Presentation re Complete Streets & the MassDOT Program 
 Appointment of Jake Corbett as Part Time Access Coordinator:  

- Resume 
- Employment Agreement 

 Meeting Minutes of December 19, 2017 
 Meeting Minutes of December 6, 2017 
 Meeting Minutes of January 10, 2018 
 Meeting Minutes of January 24, 2018 
 Employment Agreement of Conservation Agent 
 Old Colony Planning Council - Notice of 2018 District Local Technical Assistance (DLTA) 

Funding 
 Old Colony Planning Council - Notice of 2018 District Local Technical Assistance Request Form 
 Schedule of FY2019 Budget Hearings Before the Board of Selectmen 
 Town Administrator’s State of the Town Address 


